Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 


Monday 


T: 582-7800 
www.arubatoday.com 
facebook.com/arubatoday 
instagram.com/arubatoday 


August 26, 2024 


RFK Jr. suspends his presidential bid and backs Donald Trump before 
appearing with him at his rally 


PHOENIX (AP) — Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. suspended his 
independent 
campaign 
for the White House and 
endorsed Donald Trump 
on Friday, a late-stage 
shakeup of the race that 
could give the former pres- 
ident a modest boost from 
Kennedy’s supporters. 
Hours later, Kennedy joined 
Trump onstage at an Arizo- 
na rally, where the crowd 
burst into “Bobby!” cheers. 
Kennedy said his internal 
polls had shown that his 
presence in the race would 
hurt Trump and help Dem- 
ocratic nominee Kamala 
Harris, though recent pub- 
lic polls don’t provide a 
clear indication that he is 
having an outsize impact 
on support for either major- 
party candidate. 


Continued Page 2 
FILE - Presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. speaks during a campaign event, Oct. 9, 2023, in Philadelphia. 
(AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File) 
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RFK Jr. suspends his presidential bid and backs Donald Trump before 
appearing with him at his rally 


Continued from Front 


Kennedy cited free speech, 
the war in Ukraine and “a 
war on our children” as 
among the reasons he 
would try to remove his 
name from the ballot in 
battleground states. 
“These are the principal 
causes 
that 
persuaded 
me to leave the Demo- 


cratic Party and run as an 
independent, and now to 
throw my support to Presi- 
dent Trump,” Kennedy said 
at his event in Phoenix. 
However, he made clear 
that he wasn’t formally 
ending his bid and said his 
supporters could continue 
to back him in the majority 
of states where they are un- 
likely to sway the outcome. 
Kennedy 
took 
steps 
to 


withdraw his candidacy in 
at least two states late this 
week, Arizona and Penn- 
sylvania, but election of- 
ficials in the battlegrounds 
of Michigan, Nevada and 
Wisconsin said it would be 
too late for him to take his 
name off the ballot even if 
he wants to do so. 


ELECTION 2024 
Kennedy said his actions 


followed 
conversations 
with Trump over the past 
few weeks. He cast their al- 
liance as “a unity party,” an 
arrangement that would 
“allow us to disagree pub- 
licly and privately and seri- 
ously.” Kennedy suggested 
Trump offered him a job 
if he returns to the White 
House, but neither he nor 
Trump offered details. 
Kennedy’s running mate, 
Nicole 
Shanahan, 
this 
week entertained the idea 
that Kennedy could join 
Trump’s administration as 
secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human 
Services. 
The announcement ended 
days of speculation and 
landed with heaps of con- 
fusion and contradictions 
from Kennedy’s aides and 
allies, an emblematic cap 
for a quixotic campaign. 


Shortly before his speech in 
Phoenix, his campaign had 
said in a Pennsylvania court 
filing that he would be en- 
dorsing Trump for presi- 
dent. However, a spokes- 
person for Kennedy said 
the court filing had been 
made in error and the law- 
yer who wrote it said he’d 
correct it. Kennedy took 
the stage moments later, 
aired his grievances with 
the Democratic Party, the 
news media and political 
institutions, and extolled 
Trump. He spoke for nearly 
20 minutes before he said 
explicitly that he was en- 
dorsing Trump. 
Kennedy later joined Trump 
onstage at a rally co-host- 
ed by Turning Point Action 
in Glendale, where Trump’s 
campaign had teased he 
would be joined by “a spe- 
cial guest.”q 


Famed Coney Island Cyclone 
roller coaster is shut down after 
mid-ride malfunction 


NEW YORK (AP) — The famous 
Coney Island Cyclone roller 
coaster in New York City was 
shut down indefinitely after 
coming to a stop mid-ride 
this week. 
The 97-year-old wooden roller 
coaster at Luna Park was on 
its ascent on Thursday when 
ride operators took it out of 
service due to a damaged 
chain sprocket in the motor 
room. The operator stopped 
the ride and several people 
were removed from the roller 
coaster without injury, ac- 
cording to New York City’s 
Department of Buildings 
Video posted on social media 
shows a person being care- 
fully escorted down the tracks. 
Inspectors with the buildings 
department were at the 
scene Friday and issued the 
owners of Luna Park violations 
for the damaged equipment 


and for failure to immediately 
notify the department about 
the incident. “At Luna Park 
in Coney Island, safety is our 
number one priority and ride 
maintenance, and thorough 
testing happens daily before 
Luna Park opens and through- 
out the day as necessary,” 
the statement read. “The 
Coney Island Cyclone is a 
97-year-old roller coaster that 
is meticulously maintained 
and tested daily.”q 


People ride the Coney Island 
Cyclone roller coaster, April 9, 
2021, in the Brooklyn borough 
of New York. 
(AP Photo/John Minchillo, file) 
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NASA decision against using a Boeing capsule to bring astronauts 
back adds to company’s problems 


(AP) – NASA’s announce- 
ment Saturday that it won’t 
use a troubled Boeing cap- 
sule to return two stranded 
astronauts to Earth is a yet 
another setback for the 
struggling 
company, 
al- 
though the financial dam- 
age is likely to be less than 
the reputational harm. 
Once a symbol of Ameri- 
can engineering and tech- 
nological prowess, Boeing 
has seen its reputation bat- 
tered since two 737 Max 
airliners crashed in 2018 
and 2019, killing 346 peo- 
ple. The safety of its prod- 
ucts came under renewed 
scrutiny after a panel blew 
out of a Max during a flight 
this January. 
And now NASA has decid- 
ed that it is safer to keep 
the astronauts in space 
until February rather than 
risk using the Boeing Star- 
liner capsule that delivered 
them to the international 
space station. The capsule 
has been plagued by prob- 
lems with its propulsion sys- 
tem. 
NASA administrator Bill Nel- 
son said the decision to 
send the Boeing capsule 
back to Earth empty “is a 
result of a commitment to 
safety.” Boeing had insisted 
Starliner was safe based 
on recent tests of thrusters 
both in space and on the 
ground. 
The space capsule pro- 
gram represents a tiny frac- 
tion of Boeing’s revenue, 


but carrying astronauts is 
a high-profile job — like 
Boeing’s work building Air 
Force One presidential jets. 
Boeing has lost more than 
$25 billion since 2018 as 
its 
aircraft-manufacturing 
business 
cratered 
after 
those crashes. For a time, 
the defense and space 
side of the company pro- 
vided a partial cushion, 
posting strong profits and 
steady revenue through 
2021. 
Since 2022, however, Boe- 
ing’s defense and space 
division has stumbled too, 
losing $6 billion — slightly 
more than the airplane 
side of the company in the 


same period. 
The 
results 
have 
been 
dragged down by several 
fixed-price 
contracts 
for 
NASA and the Pentagon, 
including a deal to build 
new Air Force One presi- 
dential jets. Boeing has 
found itself on the hook 
as costs for those projects 
have risen far beyond the 
company’s estimates. 
The 
company 
recorded 
a $1 billion loss from fixed- 
price 
government 
con- 
tracts in the second quar- 
ter alone, but the problem 
is not new. 
In 2014, NASA awarded 
Boeing a $4.2 billion fixed- 
price contract to build a 


vehicle to carry astronauts 
to the International Space 
Station after the retirement 
of space shuttles, along 
with a $2.6 billion contract 
to SpaceX. 
Boeing, with more than a 
century of building airplane 
and decades as a NASA 
contractor, was seen as the 
favorite. But Starliner suf- 
fered technical setbacks 
that caused it to cancel 
some test launches, fall 
behind schedule and go 
over budget. SpaceX won 
the race to ferry astronauts 
to the ISS, which it accom- 
plished in 2020. 
Boeing was finally ready to 
carry astronauts this year, 


and Butch Wilmore and 
Suni 
Williams 
launched 
aboard Starliner in early 
June for what was intend- 
ed to be an 8-day stay in 
space. But thruster failures 
and helium leaks led NASA 
to park the vehicle at the 
space station while engi- 
neers debated how to re- 
turn them to Earth. 
The company said in a reg- 
ulatory filing that the latest 
hitch with Starliner caused 
a $125 million loss through 
June 30, which pushed cu- 
mulative cost overruns on 
the program to more than 
$1.5 billion. “Risk remains 
that we may record addi- 
tional losses in future peri- 
ods,” Boeing said. 
Robert “Kelly” Ortberg re- 
placed Calhoun as CEO 
this month. Unlike the com- 
pany’s recent chief execu- 
tives, Ortberg is an outsider 
who previously led aero- 
space manufacturer Rock- 
well Collins, where he de- 
veloped a reputation for 
walking among workers on 
factory floors and building 
ties to airline and govern- 
ment customers. 
Boeing’s defense division 
has recently won some 
huge contracts. It is lined 
up to provide Apache he- 
licopters to foreign govern- 
ments, sell 50 F-15 fighter jets 
to Israel as the bulk of a $20 
billion deal, and build pro- 
totype surveillance planes 
for the Air Force under a 
$2.56 billion contract.q 


FILE – The Boeing logo is displayed in El Segundo, Calif., on Jan. 25, 2011. 
(AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File) 


Walmart recalls apple juice sold in 25 
states due to elevated arsenic levels 


WASHINGTON 
(AP) 
— 
Walmart has recalled near- 
ly 10,000 cases of apple 
juice sold in stores across 
the U.S. that were found to 
contain potentially harmful 
levels of inorganic arsenic. 
The U.S. Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration gave the recall 
a more urgent classification 
Friday after making its origi- 
nal announcement Aug. 
15. The new classification 
said the affected product 
may temporarily cause ad- 
verse health consequenc- 
es but is unlikely to cause 
serious or irreversible medi- 


cal issues. 
The recall applies to 9,535 
cases of Great Value brand 
apple juice sold in 25 states, 
Puerto Rico and the District 
of Columbia. Florida-based 
manufacturer 
Refresco 
Beverages US Inc. volun- 
tarily recalled the contami- 
nated six-packs of 8-ounce 
(227-gram) 
juice 
bottles 
after discovering levels of 
the chemical contaminant 
that 
exceeded 
industry 
standards. 
Spokespeople for Refresco 
and Walmart did not imme- 
diately respond to emails 


seeking comment Sunday. 
Very low levels of inorganic 
and organic arsenic are 
found in most food prod- 
ucts, according to the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health. 
Testing is routine, as slightly 
elevated levels of either 
form can cause symptoms 
such as vomiting, abdomi- 
nal pain, diarrhea, numb- 
ness and muscle cramping. 
Inorganic arsenic is more 
toxic to humans than the 
naturally occurring form of 
the mineral arsenic, and 
the health effects from ex- 
posure are more severe, 


according to the FDA. The 
Environmental 
Protection 
Agency has labeled inor- 
ganic arsenic a carcino- 
gen, or a substance that 
causes cancer. 
Levels found in the recalled 
apple juice bottles are low 


enough that the FDA does 
not expect them to cause 
such severe health conse- 
quences. 
The FDA has not shared 
reports of possible illnesses 
associated with the apple 
juice recall.q 


FILE - A woman wheels a cart with her purchases out of a 
Walmart store, Nov. 18, 2020, in Derry, N.H. 
(AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File) 
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Trump would veto legislation establishing a federal abortion ban, 
Vance says 


NEW YORK (AP) — Re- 
publican vice presidential 
candidate JD Vance says 
Donald Trump would not 
support a national abor- 
tion ban if elected presi- 
dent and would veto such 
legislation if it landed on his 
desk. 


“I can absolutely commit 
that,” Vance said when 
asked on NBC’s “Meet the 
Press” whether he could 
commit to Trump not im- 
posing such a ban. “Don- 
ald Trump’s view is that we 
want the individual states 
and their individual cultures 
and their unique political 
sensibilities to make these 
decisions 
because 
we 
don’t want to have a non- 
stop federal conflict over 
this issue.” 


The Ohio senator also in- 
sisted that Trump, the for- 
mer president who is the 
Republican nominee this 
year, would veto such leg- 
islation if it were passed by 
Congress. 


“I mean, if you’re not sup- 
porting it as the president 
of the United States, you 
fundamentally 
have 
to 
veto it,” he said in an inter- 
view that aired Sunday. 


Vance’s comments come 
after Democrats spent night 
after night of their national 
convention in Chicago last 
week assailing Trump for his 
role in appointing the Su- 
preme Court Justices who 
overturned Roe v. Wade, 
ending the constitutional 
right to abortion in the Unit- 
ed States and paving the 
way for bans and restric- 
tions across Republican-led 
states. 


But efforts to try to neutral- 
ize an issue that Democrats 
hope will galvanize voters 
this fall also risk alienating 
parts of Trump’s base op- 
posed to abortion rights. 


“God have mercy on this 
nation if this is now the 
position of what was the 
Pro-Life Party,” wrote Fam- 
ily Research Council presi- 
dent Tony Perkins in a post 
Sunday linking to a story on 


Vance’s comments. 


While Trump has repeated- 
ly boasted about his role in 
overturning Roe, he has, in 
recent days, pushed back 
on Democrats’ warnings 
that he will go even further 
to restrict access if he wins 
a second term. 


“My Administration will be 
great for women and their 
reproductive 
rights,” 
he 
wrote Friday on his Truth So- 
cial platform, appropriating 
language used by abortion 
rights activists and the left. 


His comments drew a wave 
of criticism from anti-abor- 
tion advocates, including 
the editor of the conserva- 
tive National Review, which 
published an article titled 
“Trump’s Abandonment of 
Pro-Lifers Is Complete.” 


Trump repeated his claim 
hours later at an event in 
Las Vegas. 
“I’m very strong on wom- 
en’s 
reproductive 
rights. 
The IVF (in vitro fertilization), 
very strong. I mean, we’re 


leaders in it. And I think 
people are seeing that,” he 
told reporters. 


Democrats have respond- 
ed to Trump with deep 
skepticism. 


“American women are not 
stupid and we are not go- 
ing to trust the futures of 
our daughters and grand- 
daughters 
to 
two 
men 
who have openly bragged 
about 
blocking 
access 
to abortion for women all 
across this country,” said 
Massachusetts Sen. Eliza- 
beth Warren told NBC. 


Trump ally Sen. Lindsey Gra- 
ham, R-S.C., brushed off a 
question asking how Trump 
would be “great’ on repro- 
ductive rights. 
“You need to ask him 
about that. What I would 
say is that President Trump 
was a very good pro-life 
president,” he told CNN’s 
“State of the Union.” 


“The pro-life community,” 
Graham said,, “is organized 
around the well-being of 


the child, giving the mother 
options other than an abor- 
tion.” Graham said “that 
movement will continue af- 
ter he’s gone.” 


Trump has often struggled 
to talk about abortion. Be- 
fore he entered politics, 
he had described himself 
as “very pro-choice.” Ear- 
lier this year, he grappled 
with his stance on a federal 
abortion ban, suggesting 
at one point that he would 
support one at around 15 
weeks of pregnancy, with 
exceptions 
in 
cases 
of 
rape, incest and when the 
life of the mother is at risk. 
He then settled on his cur- 
rent position: That restric- 
tions should be left to indi- 
vidual states. 


Trump has not said how 
he plans to vote on an up- 
coming ballot measure on 
Florida’s six-week ban. 


In an interview with CBS 
News earlier in the week, 
Trump said he had “no 
regrets” about his role in 
overturning Roe v. Wade. 


But after months of confus- 
ing statements, he said he 
would not use a federal 
law known as the Com- 
stock Act to try to ban the 
distribution of medication 
that is used as an alterna- 
tive to surgical abortions. 
That is something that some 
of his allies have urged and 
that Vance supported in 
the past. 


“We will be discussing spe- 
cifics of it, but generally 
speaking, no,” he said. “I 
would not do that.” 
“It’s going to be available 
and it is now. And as I know 
it, the Supreme Court has 
said: ‘Keep it going the 
way it is.’ I will enforce and 
agree with the Supreme 
Court, but basically they’ve 
said, keep it the way it is 
now,” he said. 


Abortion has been a pow- 
erful motivator for Demo- 
crats since the Roe deci- 
sion in the summer of 2022, 
and the party expects it to 
continue to play a key role 
this year. 


On stage at the Democrat- 
ic convention, women told 
harrowing personal stories 
of having to carry unviable 
pregnancies to term and 
being denied miscarriage 
care, putting their future 
fertility at risk. 


“This is what’s happening 
in our country because of 
Donald Trump. And under- 
stand, he is not done,” Vice 
President 
Kamala 
Harris 
said in her speech accept- 
ing her party’s nomination. 


Trump, who had been re- 
sponding to the speech 
in real time, falsely insisted 
that, “Everybody, Demo- 
crats, Republicans, Liberals, 
and Conservatives, want- 
ed Roe v. Wade TERMINAT- 
ED, and brought back to 
the States.” 


“I do not limit access to 
birth control or I.V.F. - THAT 
IS A LIE, these are all false 
stories 
that 
she’s 
mak- 
ing up,” he wrote. “I TRUST 
WOMEN, ALSO, AND I WILL 
KEEP WOMEN SAFE!”q 


Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks during a campaign event 
in Asheboro, N.C., Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. 
(AP Photo/Chuck Burton) 
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The suspect in the Germany attack was motivated by Islamic State 
group ideology, prosecutors say 


SOLINGEN, Germany (AP) 
— A Syrian man on Sunday 
was ordered held on suspi- 
cion of murder and mem- 
bership in a terrorist orga- 
nization in connection with 
the Solingen knife attack 
that left three dead and 
eight wounded at a festival 
marking the city’s 650th an- 
niversary. 


A judge at the Federal 
Court of Justice in Karlsruhe 
ordered 26-year-old Issa Al 
H. held pending further in- 
vestigation and a possible 
indictment 
after 
federal 
prosecutors said that he 
shared the radical ideology 
of the Islamic State extrem- 
ist group — and was acting 
on those beliefs when he 
stabbed his victims repeat- 
edly from behind in the 
head and upper body. 
The ruling came after the 
suspect turned himself in, 
saying that he was respon- 
sible for the attack, police 
said. He is also suspected 
of attempted murder and 
serious bodily injury, pros- 
ecutors said. His last name 
wasn’t released in line with 
German privacy rules. 


The suspect, wearing hand- 
cuffs and leg shackles, was 
taken Sunday from the po- 
lice station in Solingen for 
the initial court appear- 
ance. 


He “shares the ideology of 
the foreign terrorist organi- 
zation Islamic State” and 


on the basis of his “radi- 
cal 
Islamic 
convictions” 
decided “to kill the largest 
possible number of those 
he considers unbelievers” 
at the festival, the Office of 
the Federal Prosecutor said 
in a statement. 


The suspect is a Syrian citi- 
zen who had applied for 
asylum in Germany, police 
confirmed to The Associ- 
ated Press. The dpa news 
agency reported, without 
citing a specific source, 
that his asylum claim had 
been denied and that he 
was to have been deport- 
ed last year. 


On Saturday, the Islamic 
State group claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack, 
without 
providing 
evi- 


dence. IS said on its news 
site that the attacker tar- 
geted Christians, and that 
the perpetrator carried out 
the assaults Friday night “to 
avenge Muslims in Pales- 
tine and everywhere.” 


The attack comes amid 
debate over immigration 
before regional elections 
on Sept. 1 in Germany’s 
Saxony and Thuringia re- 
gions where anti-immigra- 
tion parties such as the 
populist Alternative for Ger- 
many are expected to do 
well. In June, Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz vowed that the 
country would start deport- 
ing criminals from Afghani- 
stan and Syria again after a 
knife attack by an Afghan 
immigrant left one police 
officer dead and four other 


people injured. 
Friday’s attack plunged the 
city of Solingen into shock 
and grief. A city of about 
160,000 residents near the 
bigger cities of Cologne 
and Duesseldorf, Solingen 
was holding a “Festival of 
Diversity” to celebrate its 
anniversary. 
People alerted police short- 
ly after 9:30 p.m. local time 
Friday that a man had as- 
saulted several people with 
a knife on the city’s central 
square, the Fronhof. The 
three people killed were 
two men, ages 56 and 67, 
and a 56-year-old wom- 
an, authorities said. Police 
said that the attacker ap- 
peared to have deliber- 
ately aimed for his victims’ 
throats. 


The festival, which was 
due to have run through 
Sunday, was canceled as 
police looked for clues in 
the cordoned-off square. 
Instead, residents gathered 
to mourn the dead and in- 
jured, placing flowers and 
notes near the scene of the 
attack. 


“Warum?” — meaning 
“why” — asked one sign 
placed amid candles and 
teddy bears. 


Among those asking them- 
selves the question was 
62-year-old Cord Boetther, 
a merchant fron Solingen. 
“Why does something like 
this have to happen? It’s 
incomprehensible and it 
hurts,” Boetther said. 


IS declared its caliphate in 
large parts of Iraq and Syria 
about a decade ago, but 
now holds no control over 
any land and has lost many 
prominent 
leaders. 
The 
group is mostly out of glob- 
al news headlines. 


Still, it continues to recruit 
members and claim re- 
sponsibility for deadly at- 
tacks around the world, 
including lethal operations 
in Iran and Russia earlier 
this year that killed dozens 
of people. Its sleeper cells 
in Syria and Iraq still carry 
out attacks on government 
forces in both countries as 
well as U.S.-backed Syrian 
fighters.q 


The alleged perpetrator of the knife attack in Solingen is escorted from a helicopter in Karlsruhe, 
Germany, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. 
(Uli Deck/dpa via AP) 


Wildfires in Brazil leave at least 2 dead in Sao Paulo state. 
Dozens of cities are on high alert 


SAO PAULO (AP) — Wild- 
fires in Brazil’s southern Sao 
Paulo state have killed at 
least two people, officials 
said Saturday. At least 36 
cities have been put on 
high alert. 


Local and federal authori- 
ties were stepping up ef- 
forts to control the flames, 
Sao 
Paulo 
state 
Gov. 
Tarcísio de Freitas said. 


The fires have raged in the 
region outside the city of 
Sao Paulo, one of Latin 


America’s most populous 
cities with more than 11 mil- 
lion residents. 


At least 7,300 government 
workers and volunteers had 
been deployed across the 
state to “contain the ad- 
vance and put out these 
fires,” de Freitas told jour- 
nalists. De Freitas warned 
that the flames, spurred 
on by a heat wave and a 
drought, may be fanned 
by strong winds. 
While the city largely hasn’t 
been affected by the fires, 
videos on social media 
show the skies of rural areas 
filled with smoke and burn- 
ing trees along the high- 


way. 


The government said that 
in the city of Urupes, two 
employees working at an 
industrial plant died on Fri- 
day while trying to fight 
back a fire, but provided 
few other details. 


The 
region 
has 
been 
plagued with the worst 
wildfires in decades, ac- 
cording to local news orga- 
nization Folha de S.Paulo, 
which counted 4,973 fires 
in the region just this year.q 


Burnt trees lie next to condominiums as wildfires rage in Sao 
Paulo state in Ribeirao Preto, Brazil, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. 
(AP Photo/Marcos Limonti) 
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Israel and Hezbollah trade their most intense fire in months and 
then pull back 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel 
and the Lebanese militant 
group 
Hezbollah 
traded 
heavy fire early Sunday but 
backed off from sparking a 
widely feared all-out war, 
as both sides signaled their 
most intense exchange in 
months was over. 
The cross-border attacks 
came as high-level talks re- 
sumed in Egypt aimed at a 
cease-fire between Israel 
and Hamas in Gaza that 
also would ease regional 
tensions. The Hamas and 
Israeli delegations later left 
Cairo, and an Israeli official 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity to discuss be- 
hind-the-scenes diplomacy 
said the talks were expect- 
ed to continue. 
Hezbollah claimed to hit an 
Israeli military intelligence 
site near Tel Aviv as part of 
a barrage of hundreds of 
rockets and drones, and 
Israel claimed its dozens of 
strikes had been preemp- 
tive to avert a larger attack. 
Neither offered evidence. 
Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah said the attack, a 
response to Israel’s killing of 
a top militant commander 
in Beirut last month, had 
been 
delayed 
to 
give 
the Gaza cease-fire talks 
a chance, and so fellow 
Iran-backed groups could 
discuss with Iran whether 
to attack Israel all at once. 
Israeli and U.S. military de- 
ployment also played a 
role. 
“We will now reserve the 
right to respond at a later 
time” if the results of Sun- 
day’s attack aren’t suffi- 
cient, Nasrallah said, add- 
ing that allied Houthi rebels 
in Yemen -- and Iran itself -- 
had yet to respond. But he 
told the Lebanese people: 
“At this current stage, the 
country can take a breath 
and relax.” 
Israel and Hezbollah said 
they aimed only at military 
targets. Israel said no mili- 
tary target was hit by Hez- 
bollah but that one soldier 
with its navy was killed and 
two others were wounded 
either by an interceptor for 
incoming fire, or by shrap- 
nel from one. Two Hezbol- 
lah fighters and a militant 
from an allied group were 
killed, the groups said. 


Israeli Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu said the mil- 
itary eliminated thousands 
of rockets that were aimed 


at northern Israel and shot 
down drones heading for 
the center of the country. 
“I repeat — this is not the 
end of the story,” he add- 
ed. 
Flights diverted as air raid 
sirens wail 
Air raid sirens were reported 
throughout northern Israel, 
and Israel’s international 
airport closed and diverted 
flights for about an hour. 
Israel’s 
military 
spokes- 
person, Rear Adm. Daniel 
Hagari, said about 100 Is- 
raeli planes struck 270 tar- 
gets, 90% of them rocket 
launchers aimed at north- 
ern Israel. He said they 
were investigating the per- 
centage of incoming rock- 
ets and drones intercepted 
but said the “vast majority” 
were thwarted. 
Hezbollah said its attack 
involved more than 320 
Katyusha rockets aimed at 


multiple sites in Israel and a 
“large number” of drones. 
Some Israelis were shaken. 
In the northern city of Acre, 


retired 
teacher 
Saadia 
Even Tsur, 76, said he was at 
the synagogue and arrived 
home five minutes after his 
bedroom was damaged. “I 
went up and saw the size of 
the miracle that happened 
to me,” he said. A window 
was broken and debris was 
on the bed. 
Lebanon’s caretaker Econ- 
omy Minister Amin Salam, 
after an emergency gov- 
ernment meeting, said of- 
ficials were “feeling a bit 
more optimistic” about a 
de-escalation after both 
sides confirmed that the 
operations had ended. 
President Joe Biden was 
“closely monitoring events 
in Israel and Lebanon,” ac- 
cording to Sean Savett, a 
spokesman for the National 
Security Council. The Pen- 
tagon said Defense Secre- 
tary Lloyd Austin spoke with 
his Israeli counterpart, Yoav 


Gallant, and ordered both 
U.S. carrier strike groups in 
the region to stay. The U.S. 
military has been building 


up its forces across the re- 
gion in recent weeks. 
The chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Gen. CQ 
Brown, 
arrived 
in 
Israel 
late Sunday for meetings 
on what the Israeli military 
called “joint preparations 
in the region as part of the 
response to threats in the 
Middle East.” 
All-out 
war 
apparently 
averted for now 
Danny Citrinowicz, an ex- 
pert at Israel’s Institute for 
National Security Studies, 
said Hezbollah might be try- 
ing to “balance the equa- 
tion without escalating into 
war.” Each side hopes their 
narrative will be sufficient 
for them to declare victory 
and avoid a wider confron- 
tation, he said. 
Hezbollah began attack- 
ing Israel almost immedi- 
ately after the start of the 
war in Gaza, which was 


triggered by Hamas’ Oct. 7 
attack into southern Israel. 
Israel and Hezbollah have 
exchanged fire almost dai- 
ly, displacing tens of thou- 
sands of people on both 
sides of the border. 
Hezbollah, which fought Is- 
rael to a stalemate in 2006, 
is believed to be far more 
powerful now. 
The United States and Is- 
rael estimate it has some 
150,000 rockets and is ca- 
pable of hitting anywhere 
inside Israel. The group has 
also developed drones ca- 
pable of evading Israel’s 
defenses, as well as preci- 
sion-guided munitions. 
Israel has vowed a crush- 
ing response to any major 
Hezbollah attack. It has an 
extensive multi-tiered mis- 
sile defense system, and it 
is backed by a U.S.-led co- 
alition that helped it shoot 
down hundreds of missiles 
and drones fired from Iran 
earlier this year. 
Hezbollah is a close ally of 
Iran, which has also threat- 
ened to retaliate against 
Israel for the killing of senior 
Hamas leader Ismail Hani- 
yeh in Tehran last month. 
Israel has not said whether 
it was involved. 
Iranian state media played 
up the Hezbollah attack, 
calling it a success, but 
there was no immediate 
comment from Iranian of- 
ficials. 
The U.S. and other me- 
diators see a cease-fire in 
Gaza as key to averting a 
wider Mideast war. Hezbol- 
lah has said it will halt its 
strikes on Israel if there is a 
cease-fire. 
The talks in Cairo on Sunday 
aimed at bridging gaps in 
a proposal for a truce and 
the release of scores of 
hostages held by Hamas. 
The talks included CIA di- 
rector William Burns and 
David Barnea, the head of 
Israel’s Mossad intelligence 
agency. 
The Hamas delegation was 
briefed by Egyptian and 
Qatari mediators but did 
not directly take part in ne- 
gotiations. 
In the occupied West Bank, 
Israel’s military said it killed 
two people who allegedly 
tried to run over soldiers in 
Ariel, slightly hurting one.q 


A woman stands on the doorway of a damaged house following an attack from Lebanon in Arce, 
North Israel, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. 
(AP Photo/ Ariel Schalit) 
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Why Oceanfront Condo Prices in Aruba Are Set to Skyrocket 


Imagine waking up every morning to the sound of 
gentle waves and stepping onto white sandy beach- 
es under the Caribbean sun. This dream is not just a 
reality for those lucky enough to own an oceanfront 
condo in Aruba—it’s also an investment opportunity 
that’s about to become even more lucrative. 


The Caribbean has long been a haven for those seek- 
ing an escape from the cold, offering an unbeatable 
mix of stunning landscapes, warm weather, and a 
relaxed lifestyle. From December to April, the region 
bursts with life as snowbirds flock to its shores, trans- 
forming the Caribbean into a vibrant, sun-soaked par- 
adise. During these months, average temperatures 
range from 76°F in the Bahamas to a perfect 83°F 
in Aruba, making it a top destination for winter get- 
aways. But what’s really driving the market now is the 
shift to hybrid working, which allows people to extend 
their stays from a few weeks to several months. This 
trend is redefining how and where people choose to 
live, and the Caribbean—Aruba in particular—is reap- 
ing the benefits. 


Since 2019, the prime residential property market 
across the Caribbean has seen steady growth, even 
in the face of a global pandemic. Buyers are increas- 
ingly seeking out second homes or retirement spots, 
willing to pay top dollar for a slice of paradise. Prices 
for luxury properties range dramatically—from $650 
per square foot for off-beach villas in Antigua to a 
staggering $2,780 per square foot for beachfront villas 
in the Cayman Islands. 
So, why is Aruba the place to watch? Beyond its 
world-renowned beaches, safe environment, and 
solid infrastructure, several factors suggest that prices 
for oceanfront condos and homes are set to climb 
even higher. 


Limited Supply, Surging Demand 
The Aruban government has placed a moratorium on 
new condo developments, restricting the supply of 
new properties at a time when demand is skyrocket- 
ing. Tourist numbers are on the rise, expected to jump 
from just over 1 million in 2022 to more than 1.4 million 
by 2024. Many of these visitors are not just tourists— 
they’re potential buyers. With little oceanfront land 
left to develop, the laws of supply and demand sug- 
gest that prices will only continue to rise. North Ameri- 
can buyers, in particular, are snapping up beachfront 
properties, driving prices higher as available inventory 
dwindles. 


Aruba’s Prices Are a Bargain—For Now 
Compared to other top-tier beach destinations, Aru- 
ba’s luxury condos are currently a steal: 
•	 
The	Bahamas:	$735-$2,000/sq-ft 
•	 
Antigua	&	Barbuda:	$665-$1,250/sq-ft 
•	 
Barbados:	$750-$1,400/sq-ft 
•	 
Cayman	Islands:	$1,140-$2,780/sq-ft 
•	 
Turks	&	Caicos:	$1,100-$1,500/sq-ft 
•	 
Ft.	Lauderdale,	FL:	$800-$1,100/sq-ft 
•	 
Aruba:	$600-$800/sq-ft 


But this won’t last. As the market tight- 
ens and demand continues to surge, 
Aruba’s prices are expected to rise 
sharply, bringing them more in line with 
other premium Caribbean islands. Ex- 
pect to see more multi-million dollar 
homes hit the market as the island be- 
comes an increasingly attractive op- 
tion for affluent buyers. 


Appealing to High-Income Visitors 
Aruba is gearing up to welcome more 
affluent visitors, with the opening of a 
new St. Regis hotel in late 2024 and a 
refurbishment of the Hyatt under new 
ownership. These developments signal 
a shift towards a higher-end market, 
much like what’s been seen in the Turks 
&	 Caicos	 and	 the	 Cayman	 Islands.	 
While Aruba’s diverse appeal will re- 
main, the influx of wealthier tourists is 
likely to boost demand for luxury real 
estate, driving prices even higher. 


Robust Rental Returns 
For many buyers, owning a piece of 
the Caribbean isn’t just about having 
a dream vacation home—it’s also a 
savvy investment. The rental market 
in Aruba remains strong, especially 
as tourism continues to bounce back 
post-pandemic. With the rise of longer 
stays due to remote working, rental 
returns are likely to grow, making own- 
ership even more attractive. Whether 
you’re looking to rent out your prop- 
erty during the high season or enjoy it 
yourself, the potential for strong rental 


income is yet another reason why in- 
vesting in Aruba’s oceanfront condos 
makes sense. 


Conclusion: The Time to Invest Is Now 
Aruba’s prime residential market is on 
the cusp of significant growth. The is- 
land’s 
appeal—a 
combination 
of 
natural beauty, safety, strong infra- 
structure, and an inviting climate— 
combined with limited supply and in- 
creasing demand, is setting the stage 
for a surge in oceanfront condo prices. 
With prices still low compared to other 
Caribbean hotspots, now is the time to 
invest. Don’t wait too long—Aruba’s 
oceanfront condos are poised to be- 
come some of the most coveted real 
estate in the Caribbean.q 
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Blackstone Beach 


(Oranjestad)—Named after 
its most recognizable fea- 
ture, the Blackstone Beach 
almost represents the op- 
posite of the typical Aru- 
ban beaches. For one, it has 
black sand and is covered 


in black smooth stones. Sec- 
ondly, it lies on the northern 
side of the island, away from 
the white sandy beaches of 
in the southern region. So, if 
you feel up for something dif- 
ferent—or if it’s opposite day, 


visit the Blackstone Beach. 
Blackstone Beach shows the 
more natural side of Aruba: 
the stones that cover the 
beaches and the shape of 
it has been crafted for thou- 
sand years via volcanic erup- 
tions, coral reef movements 
and wave activity of the rural 
northern part of the island. 


Located further east to the 
Natural Bridge and Andicuri 
Beach, the Blackstone Beach 
is relatively easy to access. 
Once you get passed the 
Ayo Rock Formation, take 
the Andicuri road leading up 
to Andicuri Beach. There, you 
can park your car and take a 
1km hike towards Blackstone 
Beach. 


This beach forms part of the 
Arikok National Park and is 
therefore a site that is pre- 
served. This is why it is also 
relatively 
untouched 
by 
commercial influences. De- 
spite being called a beach, 
do note that it is not advised 
to swim in the water, as the 


current is very strong and 
can easily stray you further 
in the wild ocean. However, 
you can still enjoy a spec- 
tacular view of the stones 
and the northern ocean that 
stretches out in front of the 
beach and take a picture 
with your friends or family!q 


Create museum memories 


ORANJESTAD — Museums are an integral part of 
conserving and honoring cultures, and Aruba is 
no exception. Our Island has a wide selection 
of various museums for our locals and visitors 
to see. Take this opportunity to learn about our 
island and experience a different day beyond the 
beach. Let us introduce to you these museums. 


Museum of Industry Aruba 
The Museum of Industry is located in San Nico- 
las—better known as the art capital of Aruba. This 
museum exhibits the industrial history of gold, aloe, 
phosphate, oil and tourism through elaborated 
displays and multimedia installations. 
The Museum of Industry is situated in the Water 
Tower in San Nicolas and narrates Aruba's indus- 
trial history, which began in the 19th century. The 
Water Tower was built in 1939 and consists of three 
sections: the substructure, the high-rising vertical 
shaft, and the tank at the top. The Water Tower 
was purchased by the Monuments Fund in 2003 
so it can be restored and preserved as one of 
Aruba's monuments. The Museum of Industry is part 
of Aruba Museum Foundation (Fundacion Museo 
Aruban), which is a foundation set to maintain, 
preserve, and protect the Aruban cultural sec- 
tor, history, and nature. The museum of Industry 
is open daily from 9 am till 6 pm. 
For more information, check out their Facebook 


page Museum of Industry Aruba. 


Archaeological Museum of Aruba 
The Archaeological Museum of Aruba is located 
at Schelpstraat 42 in downtown Oranjestad. The 
renovated historic Ecury complex in the area has 
been transformed from a family home to a mod- 
ern museum that preserves Aruba’s Amerindian 
cultural heritage. This 21st century museum is es- 
pecially designed to preserve valuable artifacts 
dating back to the Pre-Ceramic period of 2500 BC. 
In the late 1980’s, AMA identified its need for an 
adequate housing for its collection and activities. 
After studying various options, a project propos- 
al was drawn up, including the acquisition and 
restoration of historical buildings in downtown 
Oranjestad. 
These historical buildings were formerly the prop- 
erty of the Ecury family. The “Ecury Complex”, is 
a cluster of single and two-story historic buildings, 
mainly Dutch colonial architecture from the late 
19th and 20th century on a plot of approximately 
1.700 m2. 
In 1997, the Aruban Government bought the 
complex for the National Archaeological Mu- 
seum project. In 2004, a financial agreement was 
signed with the European Development Fund and 
in 2006, restoration and construction work began 
on the monumental buildings and the soon-to-be 


exhibition space. In December 2007, the key to 
the complex was delivered and the museum’s 
employees moved to the new location. The final 
design for the exhibit was completed in November 
2007 and the permanent exhibit, financed by the 
Aruban Government and the Union of Cultural 
Organizations (UNOCA), opened in July 2009. 
At the new location, the National Archaeological 
Museum Aruba disposes of approximately 500 
m2 for its permanent exhibit. This exhibit conveys 
information on the origin and culture of the first 
inhabitants of the island through archaeological 
objects and modern exhibition techniques. The 
new permanent exhibit gives the visitor an insight 
into the cultures that inhabited the island in Pre- 
Historical and Early Historical times. The museum 
also hosts attractive public programs, including 
lectures, educational projects, temporary exhibits 
and workshops. 
The museum is open daily from 9:30 am till 4:30 
pm. For more information check out the Facebook 
page Museo Arqueologico Nacional Aruba.q 
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Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas 


SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 
miles southeast from Oran- 
jestad you will enter the city 
San Nicolas, also known as 
Sunrise City or Chocolate 
City. A city that is rich in 
authentic culture and is- 
land charm. San Nicolas is 
Aruba’s second largest city 
and was once a bustling 
company town dominated 
by the oil industry since the 
early 1930’s. 


Over the course of four de- 
cades, its demographics 
had changed immensely 
due to a stream of Afro-Ca- 
ribbean and South Ameri- 
can workers who came 
to fill the jobs in the oil re- 
finery between the 1920’s 
until the 1960’s. To this day 
traces of the multicultural 
influences in culinary offer- 
ings and customs, housing 
and population are clearly 
visible in San Nicolas - more 
than anywhere else on the 
island. 


Flow of history 


if you are looking for his- 
tory San Nicolas has it. Here 
you will find three amazing 
museums, The Museum of 
Industry, the Community 
Museum and the Carnival 
Euphoria, all within walking 
distance from one another. 
The Museum of Industry is 
situated in the Water Tower 
in San Nicolas and narrates 
Aruba's 
industrial 
history 
which began in the 19th 
century. Here you will learn 
about gold, aloe, phos- 
phate, oil and the tourism 
industries which made San 
Nicolas once a bustling 
business 
center. 
Experi- 
ence the touching stories 
of those who were part of 
this history. 
Nicolaas Store built in 1940 
and renovated in 2014 is 
the home of the Communi- 
ty Museum. The collection is 
remarkable and spans mil- 
lennia. Ancient fossils stand 
next to tableaus of an au- 
thentically recreated colo- 
nial kitchen and bedroom 
and 19th-century barber- 


shop, just to name a few of 
the items of old-time Aruba 
that has been preserved. A 
collection of artifacts and 
other objects of artistic, cul- 
tural, historical, or scientific 
importance can be found 
here for the purpose of ed- 
ucation or enjoyment. 
Carnival Euphoria is show- 
casing Aruba’s Carnival. 
See how are Carnival has 
developed over the past 
65 years. 


The new San Nicolas 
In the shadow of the refin- 
ery, an art capital is quietly 
beginning to grow. This is 
the new San Nicolas, a 
place that is starting to be- 
come a magnet for all that 
is young, cool and hip in 
Aruba. Indeed, San Nicolas 
has all of the ingredients of 
an emerging cultural hub 
— varied history, interest- 
ing architecture, and, per- 
haps most importantly, an 
urban layout that makes 
it walkable. As you walk 
around, the streets are si- 


lent but the walls are loud, 
filled with bright, colorful 
murals painted by a collec- 
tion of artists from around 
the world. Thanks to the ef- 
forts of various art organiza- 
tions in Aruba, such as Art 
Rules Aruba and Aruba Art 
Fair, San Nicolas has had 
quite the aesthetic make- 
over with regards to vibrant 
street art. Each year more 
and more stunning murals 
are replacing broken down 
buildings with colorful art 
pieces that keep brighten- 
ing up SunriseCity. 


Must See, Do, Buy & Eat 
A little bit of everything can 


be found in the main street. 
Stores selling shoes, cloth- 
ing, jewelry you name it. 
Arts & crafts by Cosecha 
store & Creative Center, a 
design store in which you 
can immerse yourself in dis- 
covering genuine and lo- 
cally made arts and crafts 
which reflect the diversifi- 
cation of the Aruban craft 
heritage and the artistic 
supply of artisans. Don’t 
miss out on trying the exqui- 
site food offered by the ca- 
fes and restaurants or just 
enjoy a peaceful walk ad- 
miring the murals, mosaic 
benches and all the history 
San Nicolas has to offer.q 


Feeling parched? Grab refreshment by the side of the road! 


(Oranjestad)—Touring the island in the blistering heat can leave one feeling rather 
thirsty and looking to cool off. Luckily there are a few stands along the roads of Aruba 
that can offer you just what you need: a nice, refreshing beverage! 


These “coconut stands” can be found at several locations on the island, where you 


can cool off with delicious smoothies, drinks, snacks, and 
of course, fresh coconuts! Perfect during family outings 
around the island, these stands can be found in the fol- 
lowing locations: 
•	 
Near the red Anchor in San Nicolas 
•	 
On the Linear Park in Oranjestad (in front of airport 
runway) 
•	 
At the California Light House hill 
•	 
Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruin 
•	 
Bushiribana Beach (Near the Ling & Song Supermar- 
ket) q 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring the underwater wonders is something you 
should definitely do during your stay in Aruba. The underwater world has 
everything to offer that makes a snorkel trip so exceptional; an impres- 
sive, colorful sea life with exotic fishes, turtles and beautiful coral reef. 
The historic shipwrecks, located on the Aruban seabed are also worth a 
visit. Aruba is known for its white beaches and blue oceans, which means 
there are many fascinating under water spots, where you can take your 
snorkeling gear and we selected the top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 
Tres Trapi means tree steps in Papiamento, Papiamento is together with 
Dutch the official language spoken on Aruba. The beach is called Tres 
Trapi because it is accessible by the tree steps carved into the rocks. Tres 
Trapi is a small rocky beach, located on the north-western side of the 
island, approximately 5 to 10 minute drive from Palm Beach. From the 
unique steps you can easily walk over the beach into the clear and tur- 
quoise blue ocean. While snorkeling you will encounter all kind of tropical 
fishes and sea stars. The kind of starfish you will find in the Aruban waters 
is the red cushion sea star. This is a starfish that is commonly found in the 
shallow waters of the Caribbean sea and if you are lucky during your 
snorkeling visit to Tres Trapi, you may come across one of the green sea 
turtles. Respect the animal, keep your distance and enjoy the view. Also 
remember; it is a once in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship, built in 1939 in Hamburg, Germany. 
Antilla came to Aruba, because it had to find a neutral port. When Ger- 
many invaded the Netherlands on May 10, 1940, the crew decided to let 
their own ship sink, to prevent it from falling into the hands of the Dutch 
Navy. Antilla lies on its portside in Malmok bay, and the sunken word war 
two ship is now one of Aruba’s most popular snorkeling and dive spots. 
However, the ship wreck can only be reached by boat. The ship is visible 
from the surface and during your snorkeling trip you be surrounded by 
hundreds of tropical fishes, but the ship wreck alone is already impressive 
enough. 


Baby Beach 
Baby beach; a white beach, with a crystal blue ocean. The beach is 
located on the southern part of the island. On the way to the famous 


beach, you will drive through the old capital of Aruba, San Nicolas. The 
old Aruban culture can be still felt and experienced here, so do not hesi- 
tate to get out of your car and walk around for a while. Baby beach is 
a child friendly beach, since it is shallow and the water has a pleasant 
temperature. The name therefore fits well with the beach. Baby beach is 
an excellent beach for snorkeling, especially if you want to go with small 
children, because the water remains shallow and there are still many 
underwater wonders to see. In the ocean there is an area marked until 
where it is recommended to snorkel and on the beach you will find dif- 
ferent facilities. It is a perfect beach to spend your day snorkeling and 
relaxing. 


Mangel Halto 
Mangel Halto beach is located in Savaneta, on the southern-west part 
of the island. The beach is different from the other beaches in Aruba; it is 
beach full of mangroves. You reach the beach by a bridge through the 
mangroves and then you will have several entrances to the sea. There 
are diverse spots where you can enjoy a perfect beach day, wooden 
stairs made to enter the water and a dock to sit on and enjoy the view. 
Mangel Halto is also worth a visit for the snorkeling experience. Inside 
the bay, the water is clear and you find many colorful fish. Outside the 
bay is a bit more challenging for beginners because of the wind and the 
waves, but the coral is alive and it is just like snorkel heaven.q 
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Did you know about...? 
The history and meaning of the Aruban florin 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba 
Today 
is 
proud to officially introduce a new 
segment called Did you know 
about…?, where we dive into some 
(historical) facts of Aruba, its cul- 
ture and way of living. In this first 
edition, we look back at the Aru- 
ban florin: its history, design and 
symbolism. 


In Aruba, we know the 5, 10, 25 
and 50 cent coins, along with the 
1 and 5 Florin coin. Aruban Flo- 
rin bills include the 10, 25, 50, 100, 
and rarely, the 200 bills. In Papia- 
mento we call our currency Florin, 
but the umbrella term for money is 
placa. Cents are called cen (pro- 
nounced: seng), both in the singu- 
lar and plural form. Most coins are 
circular and their size depend on 
their worth. However, the 50 cent 
coin is easily recognizable by their 
square shape, as is the 5 Florin coin 
by their golden color. Every coin 
has the Aruban emblem carved 
on it, with the other side displaying 
the worth of the coin. The bigger 1 
and 5 florin coins, however, con- 
tain the carving of the emblem on 
one side, while displaying the side 
profile of the Dutch king, Willem-Al- 
exander, on the other side. When 
his mother, Princess Beatrix, was 
reigning queen, it was her profile 
that was carved on the two coins. 


Outdated Aruban coins and their 
names 
In the past, Aruban coins had dis- 
tinctive names and also varied in 
worth. For example, a 5-cent coin 
was once called Dos placa; 10- 
cent coins were called debchi; 
25-cent coins were called diez 
placa and the 50-cent coin was 
once called Yotin (pronounced: 
jo-teen). We also used a distinc- 
tive coins worth 2 ½ cents, called 
placa too. However, this last coin is 
no longer in use and has become 
a relic of Aruban money. Back 
then, the 5-Florin coin used to also 
be square, but now it is circular. 


Aruban bills: their design and sym- 
bolism 
The Aruban Florin collection con- 
tains a variation of colorful bills, 
displaying incredibly detailed and 
beautiful designs that tell the story 
of Aruba on a single piece of pa- 
per. 


Prior to 2019, the Aruban Florin bills 
were relatively simpler in design 
compared to now, but still included 
beautiful designs and colors, often 
depicting local animals. These past 
designs were made by the Aruban 


artist Everino Fingal in 1990 up to 
2019. Between 1990 and 1993, the 
5 Florin coin was a bill. The Fingal 
designs also included a 500-Florin 
bill, which has now been discontin- 
ued. 


In 2019, the Central Bank of Aruba 
commissioned a new design of the 
Aruba Florin bills, this time select- 
ing artist and former art teacher, 
Nigel Matthew, to present his new 
design. Matthew kept the tradition 
of including local animals and the 
familiar colors on the bills. Howev- 
er, he included additional designs 
that represent the Aruban culture 
and link to the Indigenous inhabit- 
ants that were the first to set foot 
on the island. 


Current design and symbolism 
10 florin 
On the 10-florin bill, you can see a 
Turtuga blanco (white turtle). The 
blue color symbolizes the blue Ca- 
ribbean Sea. You can also see the 
ruins of the Bushiribana Gold Mill 
Ruins, a coral motif, and the sym- 
bols of Cas Floria (traditional Aru- 
ban house design) with a piece of 
mosaic. 


25 florin 
On this orange bill, you can see 
an Aruban medicinal plant called 
Shoshoro. The birds Trupiaal, Sho- 
co, rock drawings, and the symbols 
of Cas Floria with a piece of mo- 
saic are also depicted. There is also 


a Purun di ceramica (clay pot), in 
reference to the relics left behind 
by our indigenous ancestors. 


50 florin 
On this bill, we see the Cododo 
(blue lizard found on the ABC is- 
lands), Cangreu di tera (land crab), 
Willem III Tower, and again the 
symbols of Cas Floria with a piece 
of mosaic, as well as a beach plant 
called Banana di rif. The colors are 
pink/purple. 


100 florin 
This bill is green in color, repre- 
senting nature. Here we see the 
Yuwana (Iguana), Aloe, Toteki (liz- 
ard), the symbols of Cas Floria with 
a piece of mosaic, and a dance 
group performing the Baile di cinta 
(forkloric dance with silk ribbons). 


200 florin 
There is another bill with a value of 
200 dollars. The brown color sym- 
bolizes the earth of Aruba. Here 
we see the Dornasol and the War- 
awara—both local birds, along 
with the symbols of Cas Floria with 
a piece of mosaic, the Tuna cac- 
tus plant, and the Caha di orgel 
(folkloric instrument, used for many 
traditional songs). 


Extra fact: 
the word “florin” supposedly is 
named after the Italian city of 
Florence or it’s a reference to the 
Italian word “florino”, both expla- 
nations related to historical Italian 
currencies.q 


Source: Placa, placa, placa by the 
National Library of Aruba 
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


Cruise ship Schedule: August 27 2024 


Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basicbut im- 
portant information that we 
think may come in handy 
to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: September 03 - 24 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera : tel.588 6638 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico:tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002 


French authorities arrest Telegram CEO Pavel Durov 
at a Paris airport, French media report 


NICE, France (AP) — The 
founder and CEO of the mes- 
saging service Telegram was 
detained at a Paris airport 
on an arrest warrant alleging 
his platform has been used 
for money laundering, drug 
trafficking and other offens- 
es, French media reported 
Sunday. 
Pavel Durov, a dual citizen 
of France and Russia, was 
taken into custody at Paris- 
Le Bourget Airport on Satur- 
day evening after landing 
in France from Azerbaijan, 
according to broadcasters 
LCI and TF1. 
Investigators from the Na- 
tional Anti-Fraud Office, at- 
tached to the French cus- 
toms department, notified 
Durov, 39, that he was being 
placed in police custody, the 
broadcasters said. 
Durov’s 
representatives 
couldn’t be immediately 
reached for comment. 
French prosecutors declined 
to comment on Durov’s ar- 
rest when contacted by The 
Associated Press on Sunday, 
in line with regulations during 
an ongoing investigation. 
French media reported that 
the warrant for Durov was 
issued by France at the re- 
quest of the special unit at 
the country’s interior minis- 
try in charge of investigat- 


ing crimes against minors. 
Those include online sexual 
exploitation, such as pos- 
session and distribution of 
child sexual abuse content 
and grooming for sexual 
purposes. 
Telegram was founded by 
Durov and his brother in the 
wake of the Russian govern- 
ment’s crackdown after mass 
pro-democracy protests that 
rocked Moscow at the end 
of 2011 and 2012. 
The demonstrations prompt- 


ed Russian authorities to 
clamp down on the digital 
space, adopting regulations 
that forced internet providers 
to block websites and cell- 
phone operators to store call 
records and messages that 
could be shared with security 
services. 
In the increasingly repres- 
sive environment, Telegram 
and its pro-privacy rhetoric 
offered a convenient way 
for Russians to communicate 
and share news. 


In 2018, Russian media 
watchdog Roskomnadzor 
moved to block Telegram 
over its refusal to hand over 
encryption keys, but ulti- 
mately failed to fully restrict 
access to the app. 
Telegram continued to be 
widely used — including by 
government institutions — 
and the ban was dropped 
two years later. In March 
2024, Roskomnadzor said 
that Telegram was working 
with the Russian government 
to a certain extent and had 
removed more than 256,000 
posts with prohibited content 
at Roskomnadzor’s request. 
Telegram also continues to 
be a popular source of news 
in Ukraine, where both me- 
dia outlets and officials use 
it to share information on the 
war, and deliver missile and 
air raid alerts. 
In a statement posted on 
its platform, Telegram said 
it abides by EU laws includ- 
ing the digital services act, 
and its moderation is “within 
industry standards and con- 
stantly improving.”q 


FILE - Telegram co-founder Pavel Durov, center, smiles following 
his meeting with Indonesian Communication and Information 
Minister Rudiantara in Jakarta, Indonesia on Aug. 1, 2017. 
(AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, File) 
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American rapper Macklemore says he canceled Dubai show over 
UAE arming Sudan paramilitary forces 


DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — American rap- 
per Macklemore said he 
canceled an upcoming 
October concert in Dubai 
over the United Arab Emir- 
ates’ role “in the ongoing 
genocide and humanitar- 
ian crisis” in Sudan through 
its reported support of the 
paramilitary 
force 
that’s 
been fighting government 
troops there. 
The 
announcement 
by 
Macklemore reignited at- 
tention to the UAE’s role in 
the war gripping the Afri- 
can nation. While the UAE 
repeatedly 
has 
denied 
arming the Rapid Support 
Forces and supporting its 
leader Mohammed Ham- 
dan Dagalo, United Nations 
experts reported “credible” 
evidence in January that 
the Emirates sent weapons 
to the RSF several times a 
week from northern Chad. 
Sudan plunged into chaos 
in mid-April 2023, when 
long-simmering tensions be- 
tween its military and para- 
military leaders broke out in 
the capital, Khartoum, and 
spread to other regions in- 
cluding Darfur. Estimates 
suggest over 18,800 peo- 
ple have been killed in the 
fighting, while over 10 mil- 
lion have fled their homes. 
Hundreds of thousands are 
on the brink of famine. 
At a contentious U.N. Secu- 
rity Council meeting in June, 
Sudan’s embattled govern- 
ment directly accused the 
UAE of arming the RSF, and 
an Emirati diplomat angrily 


told his counterpart to stop 
“grandstanding.” The UAE 
has been a part in ongo- 
ing peace talks to end the 
fighting. 
The Emirati Foreign Minis- 
try offered no immediate 
comment on Macklemore’s 
public statement Sunday, 
nor 
did 
the 
city-state’s 
Dubai Media Office. Orga- 
nizers last week announced 
the show had been can- 
celed and refunds would 
be issued, without offering 
an explanation for the can- 
cellation. 
In a post Saturday on Ins- 


tagram, Grammy winner 
Macklemore said he had 
a series of people “asking 
me to cancel the show in 
solidarity with the people of 
Sudan and to boycott do- 
ing business in the UAE for 
the role they are playing in 
the ongoing genocide and 
humanitarian crisis.” 
Macklemore said he recon- 
sidered the show in part over 
his recent, public support of 
Palestinians amid the ongo- 
ing Israel-Hamas war raging 
in the Gaza Strip. He recent- 
ly has begun performing a 
song called “Hind’s Hall,” 


in honor of a young girl 
named Hind Rajab killed in 
Gaza in a shooting Palestin- 
ians have blamed on Israeli 
forces opening fire on a ci- 
vilian car. 
“I know that this will prob- 
ably jeopardize my future 
shows in the area, and I truly 
hate letting any of my fans 
down,” he wrote. “I was re- 
ally excited too. But until the 
UAE stops arming and fund- 
ing the RSF I will not perform 
there.” 
He added: “I have no judg- 
ment against other artists 
performing in the UAE. But 


I do ask the question to my 
peers scheduled to play in 
Dubai: If we used our plat- 
forms to mobilize collective 
liberation, what could we 
accomplish?” 
The RSF formed out of the 
Janjaweed fighters under 
then-Sudanese 
President 
Omar al-Bashir, who ruled 
the country for three de- 
cades before being over- 
thrown during a popular up- 
rising in 2019. He is wanted 
by the International Crimi- 
nal Court on charges of 
genocide and other crimes 
during the conflict in Darfur 
in the 2000s. 
Dubai, home to the long- 
haul carrier Emirates, the 
world’s tallest building the 
Burj Khalifa and other tourist 
destinations, long has tried 
to draw A-list performers in 
the city-state at a brand- 
new arena and other ven- 
ues. However, performers 
in the past have acknowl- 
edged the difficulties in 
performing in the UAE, a he- 
reditarily ruled federation of 
seven sheikhdoms in which 
speech is tightly controlled. 
That includes American co- 
median Dave Chappelle, 
who drew attention in May 
in Abu Dhabi when he re- 
ferred to the Israel-Hamas 
war as a “genocide” while 
also joking about the UAE’s 
vast surveillance apparatus. 
Macklemore, a 41-year-old 
rapper born Benjamin Ham- 
mond Haggerty in Kent, 
Washington, won Grammy 
awards in 2014 for his break- 
out song, “Thrift Shop.”q 


FILE - Macklemore performs at Austin City Limits Live at the Moody Theater during the South by 
Southwest Music Festival on Friday, March 17, 2023, in Austin, Texas. American rapper Macklemore 
said Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024, he canceled an upcoming October concert in Dubai over the United 
Arab Emirates’ “role ... in the ongoing genocide and humanitarian crisis” stemming from the war 
gripping Sudan through its reported support of the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces there. 
(Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP, File) 


Justin and Hailey Bieber welcome a baby boy, Jack Blues 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Justin 
Bieber, who rose to inter- 
national stardom in 2010 
with his hit “Baby,” has wel- 
comed one of his own with 
his wife, Hailey Bieber (nee 
Baldwin). 
The singer, 30, posted a 
photo of a baby’s foot Fri- 
day on Instagram, revealing 
the child’s name as Jack 
Blues Bieber. The model, 27, 
reshared the post on Insta- 
gram Stories. 
It’s not clear when the baby 
was born; a representative 
for Hailey Bieber told The 
Associated Press on Friday 
night that no further details 


were available. 
The 
couple 
announced 
they were expecting a 
baby in May via Instagram 
posts on their respective 
pages from an intimate vow 
renewal ceremony. The vid- 
eos and photos show the 
model, who also founded 
the skincare brand Rhode, 
wearing a form-fitting white 
dress that showed off her 
baby bump. 
The AP confirmed Bieber 
was just over six months 
pregnant at the time of the 
announcement. 
Since the pregnancy an- 
nouncement, the couple 


have each shared pho- 
tos together and of Hailey 
Bieber that displayed the 
model’s baby bump, in- 
cluding a campaign for the 
Rhode skincare line. 
The Biebers married in No- 
vember 2018, which they 
also announced through 
an Instagram post. 
The singer posted a photo 
of the duo with the cap- 
tion, “My wife is awesome,” 
and his wife followed up 
by changing her Insta- 
gram username to “Hailey 
Bieber.” The couple dated 
for about a month before 
tying the knot.q 


FILE - Justin Bieber, left, and Hailey Bieber attend The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art’s Costume Institute benefit gala on Sept. 13, 2021, 
in New York. 
(Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File) 
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Kyle Schwarber and Garrett Stubbs power Phillies to an 11-3 win 
over the Royals 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
Kyle Schwarber had two 
hits and three RBIs and 
Garrett Stubbs had a ca- 
reer-best four hits to lead 
the Philadelphia Phillies to 
an 11-3 win over the Kan- 
sas City Royals on Sunday. 
After 
Garrett 
Stubbs 
opened the third inning 
with a triple into the right- 
field corner, Schwarber hit 
a double to right-center. 
Alex Bohm’s two-out hit 
scored Schwarber, giving 
the Phillies a 2-0 lead. 
Schwarber added RBIs on 
a bases-loaded grounder 
in the fourth and a run- 
scoring single that capped 
a three-run sixth inning. 
The Phillies scored five runs 
in the eighth inning, high- 
lighted by Bohm’s two-run 
single and Nick Castel- 
lanos’ two-run homer, his 
17th of the season. 
Philadelphia’s Kolby Allard 
(2-0), recalled from Triple-A 
Lehigh Valley before Sun- 
day’s game, worked five 
innings, allowing two runs 
on eight hits with five strike- 
outs. 
Kansas City’s Seth Lugo 
(14-8) allowed six runs, five 
earned, on 11 hits. 
The Phillies went 7 for 14 
with runners-in-scoring-po- 
sition. 
After matching a season- 
high with 18 hits in Satur- 
day’s 11-2 win, the Phil- 
lies banged out 16 hits on 
Sunday and 45 hits while 
outscoring the Royals 26-12 
to take two games of the 
three-game series. 
The Royals hit three solo 
homers. Bobby Witt Jr. put 
Kansas City on the score- 
board 
with 
a 
441-foot 
homer to center in the 
third, his 26th. Maikel Gar- 
cia opened the fifth inning 
with his seventh homer, 
and MJ Melendez began 
the sixth with his 16th. 
Tyler Gentry made his ma- 
jor league debut for the 
Royals as a pinch-hitter in 
the eighth inning. 
Position 
player 
Garrett 
Hampson pitched a hitless 
ninth for Kansas City. 


TRANSACTIONS 
Phillies recalled Allard from 
Triple-A Lehigh Valley and 
optioned RHP Max Lazar to 
Lehigh Valley. 


TRAINER’S ROOM 
Royals OF Hunter Renfroe 
placed on 10-day injured 
list with a right hamstring 
strain. OF Tyler Gentry re- 
called from Triple-A Oma- 
ha. 


UP NEXT 
Phillies: RHP Zack Wheeler 
(12-6, 2.73 ERA) gets the 
start for their home series 
opener against Houston’s 
Justin Verlander (3-3, 3.92) 
on Monday. 


Royals LHP Cole Ragans 
(10-8, 3.31) and RHP Alec 
Marsh (7-7, 4.41) will face 
the 
Guardians 
in 
day/ 
night doubleheader. Host 
Cleveland has not named 
starters.q 


Philadelphia Phillies’ Nick Castellanos hits a two-run home run during the eighth inning of a base- 
ball game against the Kansas City Royals, Aug. 25, 2024, in Kansas City, MO. 
(AP Photo/ Charlie Riedel) 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


